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I first saw Honk! When your senior group performed it some years ago, so I was intrigued to see how you would interpret the story line with your version.   (Don’t brag about it, but I enjoyed your production more than I remember enjoying theirs!).
The show got off to a good start with A Poultry Tale, where we met many of the principal performers and the remainder of the ensemble.   The eggs hatched, and down from the nest came Drake and Ida’s family!

JONATHAN CARLTON (Ugly) was excellent in this demanding role, both in his portrayal and his dialogue and singing.   He remained in character throughout and reflected all the differing moods demanded as the tale unfolded.   Congratulations.
GEMMA HETHRELL (Ida) brought a sensitive interpretation to this role, showing that whilst she was fiercely proud of all her family, she wasn’t having any truck with those who found Ugly was different!   Her plaintive numbers towards the end of Act 1 were very well presented.
DEAN WHITE (Drake) gave us a fun-filled portrayal.   Determined to be master of the family, yet a bit under Ida’s thumb!   Made good use of his infectious smile!

RYAN THOMPSON (Cat) the villain of the piece!   He became a focal point each time he appeared on stage and created a superb ‘devious’ characterisation, with lovely mannerisms and facial expressions.   What did you get up to when you were hidden behind the dancers during the transformation ballet, though?!!
ALEX KIRKHAM (Greylag) led his patrol with panache (and also captured the fun in the role of Bullfrog).
HAYLEY THOMPSON (Penny) gave a competent, sympathetic portrayal in this cameo role.
(continued)

HONK! demands considerable contributions from supporting cast who would normally be classed as ‘Chorus’ and there were many excellent portrayals in many of the ensemble scenes. In particular, Oliver Hodge, Chris Thompson, Ana Eyre and Deanna Fox established their characters as Ugly’s siblings, appearing in many of the scenes, whilst Gerri Middleton and Bethany Worth purred their way delightfully through the opening scenes of Act 2.
PRODUCTION

The large production had obviously worked very efficiently to achieve the high standard we saw on stage.   In addition to his duties as Producer, Phil Excell, together with Mark Hindle designed an excellent set; Chris Darbon and her support team created the wide range of costumes needed and no less than six members contributed to the choreographic success of the show.   The informative programme was also the combined work of many members, with a cover designed by one of the cast, Alex Kirkham.   I couldn’t see a specific person named as Stage Manager – it was probably a role shared between the backstage crew.   With such a large cast, it was inevitable that, at times, there would be problems getting off stage.   However, these instances in no way interfered with the continuity of the show.   Musical Director Louise Willis had worked hard with all the cast, encouraging them to sing the many musical numbers with enthusiasm.   Once or twice during performance, the orchestra overpowered the soloists – sometimes because the performers were not using radio mikes.   Obviously some musical items impressed more than others, and whilst I am mentioning some of them below, all of them were delivered with great confidence.   A Poultry Tale got the show off to an excellent start and introduced us to many of the principals.   Each version of Hold Your Head Up High between Gemma and Jonathan cleverly revealed the pathos and determination of the characters and we enjoyed the humorous Play With Your Food from Ryan and Jonathan and Geri, Bethany and Ryan in Together.  On the night I came, Warts and All proved to be a very popular ensemble number, fully deserving the applause that continued through their exit.
Thank you for inviting us to review your production.   It was fascinating to note the achievements of CAST Academy since your inaugural production and the enthusiasm of everyone involved, both on and off stage.   I shall watch further developments with interest and send you my best wishes for the future.
Barrie
Barrie Theobald
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